
HEADQUARTERS
II Corps,  Army of the East

Front Royal, VA

Field Order #5








5 Oct 1961
1. Objectives.   

a.  To conduct operations to seize and secure the city of Cumberland in western Maryland to gain control of the rail yards located there and establish a rail link with the 2d Corps base of operations at Clarksburg or Wheeling W Va.

b.  To conduct initial operations in West Virginia to seize and secure the city of Wheeling W Va.

c.  On order, conduct operations into western Pennsylvania or eastern Ohio.

2.  Confederate Forces Affected. 2nd Corps (Army of West Virginia)(AWV):
a.  4th Div (line):  West Virginia Brigade detached

b.  5th Div (line)
c.  6th Div (line):  West Virginia Brigade attached.
d.  3rd SC Cavalry Regt
3.  Union Forces.   The nearest Union forces are:

a.  US Army “Regular” Division: Washington DC 

b.  Union Maryland troops: Annapolis MD 

c.  Pennsylvania state troops - approx. corps-sized: Harrisburg PA

d.  New York and New Jersey state troops (not shown) - approx. 2 corps-sized concentrations.

e.  New England state troops (not shown) - approx. division-sized equivalent
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4.  Operational Concept.  II Corps, Army of the East,  initiates tactical operations on or about 10 October.  The conduct of corps operations will be characterized by two concurrent  missions, the seizure of Cumberland MD by the 4th “Light” Division, and the seizure of Wheeling W Va  by the 6th “Grenadier” Division.  The 5th “North State” Division will act as corps reserve and follows the corps main effort at Cumberland MD.  Upon consolidation of Cumberland MD, the 4th and 5th Division(s) will move by rail to Wheeling W Va to prepare for further operations.    

a.  The 1st “West Virginia” Brigade, 4th Division will be detached and attached to 6th Division.  The 4th Division starts movement to seize Cumberland MD as soon as two or more brigades close on the division staging area at Front Royal VA.  This attack is the corps main effort.

b.  The 5th Division acts as the corps reserve.  It follows the 4th Division in its attack on Cumberland MD.  5th Division is prepared to reinforce or assume the attack on Cumberland MD.  

c.  6th Division accepts attachment of the West Virginia Brigade from 4th Division.  The West Virginia Brigade initiates operations to seize Wheeling W Va on Turn 1 (8 Oct).  6th Division initiates movement on Turn 2 (10 Oct) when two or more brigades close on the division staging area at Roanoke Va.  6th Division moves rapidly to garrison Clarksburg W Va and reinforce the West Virginia Brigade at Wheeling W Va.  Upon consolidation of Wheeling W Va, 6th Division is prepared for further operations in east OH or west PA.

d.  3d SC Cavalry Regiment moves on Turn 2 (10 Oct) to assist the West Virginia Brigade.  If  possible, the 3d  SC Cav will screen the West Virginia Brigade at Wheeling from Union reconnaissance activity from PA or OH.  On order, 3d SC Cavalry conducts reconnaissance of Union cites north or west of Wheeling W Va.

5.  Special Instructions.  

a.  All division commanders report receipt of this order.

b.  This order is NOT for distribution to non-2d Corps personnel

c.  This order is authorized for planning upon receipt.

d.  This order is authorized for execution by the divisions as specified in paragraph #4.

e.  Detachment / attachment of the “West Virginia” Brigade is effective upon staging of the affected division HQs in Virginia.

f.  Report all Union formations detected or encountered. 

OFFICIAL
JJ Sanders, Lt Gen
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