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Maria, Maria!
Europe is in turmoil as Count Joachim Murat of Tuscany and our monarch Duke Ferdinand von Osterriech argue over the right to marry the beautiful Maria Annalise de Borbon, niece to the Emperor Dancis I of Austria and related to King Carlos Louis Borbon Amalia of Spain.

Words have been heated on the subject and a history of the affair is needed for its understanding. Maria met Murat upon holidaying in Florence last August and fled her father’s house to be with him.

However after meeting Ferdinand at a party in Florence last March fled across the border with him to live at his side. This rash act has sparked cries of outrage from Count Murat, Emperor Dancis and most recently King Carlos.
However our Duke has remained adamant that he is in love with her and that she is in love with him. With the recent horse riding accident that has killed Augustine von Osterriech, former wife of our Monarch, it is assumed that Ferdinand shall soon by asking Maria’s father for her hand.
This act should calm the hot-headed arguments circulating between Florence and Milano. At least it is what we hope.

Cry Havoc! And let loose the Dogs of War!
The drums have sounded, the men march to the Sergeants call and all our nobility have joined with the citizens of our small yet proud State in clearing the honour of our Lord and Nation.

The recipient of our anger is the vile, despicable, lying, Count Murat of Tuscany and his equally disgusting people.
We laugh at the shame-faced Murat who could not believe the audacity and courage of our Duke and laugh harder that Doge Maricelli as he believes he can attempt to rectify the situation and come to the aide of his friend.

Once more Venice has decided to invade Lombardy, their cavalry crossing our boundary markers, raiding and pillaging our villages, causing destruction left, right and centre.

Maricelli claimed the people of Verona loved his sojourn as ruler. Then why is it that every man and boy capable of carrying a musket or saber in defence of his city is doing so!

Venetian soldiers shall be in for a rude surprise upon the banks of the Pavia and once they begin to fall back with their tails between their legs our horsemen shall ride into the sunset beyond and claim Venice as our own.
False Truths and True Lies
Europe stands on the brink of annihilation as the assembled Monarchs of Prussia, Austria, Britain and Holland use the excuse of our affair with Tuscany to declare war upon our allies France and Württemberg.
What cause do they have? None I hear you say, and none they have. Not a single legitimate reason for this act of unspeakable aggression, other then Greed and Envy.
The arrayed ranks of France and Württemberg stand to attention in the face of overwhelming odds, confident in their belief they are fighting with God and that their Generals will not fail them. 
Marshals Jean-Claude, Berthier, The Prince of Eckmuhl and Duke Yuan lead the armies of our allies. Under the leadership of these gentlemen Victory is assured.
Moscow is placated


In what can only be seen as a diplomatic triumph for the Revolutionary Government in Moscow the signatories of the Treaty of Moscow, those nations that allied together to defeat Russia last year have agreed to return Russian ships captured in the naval battles of the Baltic and Black Seas. 

Under point 6 of the Treaty of Moscow all ships were to be returned to their rightful owners. However Prussia and her allies claimed that this was only in relation to allied ships captured by Russia.

A sore point when they signed the Treaty knowing full well they were to return Russian ships.

It is however regrettable that Denmark who waived any Crown or Victory Point payments must now also return the ships they captured.

It is hoped that Russia makes due the rest of their payments in the next month as the signatories of the Treaty of Moscow stand by the Treaty. Should payment be late again, war can be assured.

Cast the mooring lines; raise the anchor, let down the Sails!
The French fleet is currently recruiting sailors of all pasts to crew her ships as it is expected the British Royal Navy shall soon by making its appearance past the Gates of Hercules. 

The men of Marseilles and Toulon have responded, many signing up to crew the mighty ships of the French Navy. 

A reporter of this paper has managed to secure a berth upon the French flagship Regina De Mar. It is from this post that we hope to regale our readership of the powerful exploits of our allied Navy as it defeats the navies of our enemies, Tuscany and Venice.
